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Sporting Group 

Equally proficient 
on land and in the 
water, the Chesa-
peake Bay Re-
triever was devel-
oped along the 

Chesapeake Bay to hunt waterfowl un-
der the most adverse weather and water 
conditions, often having to break ice 
during the course of many strenuous 
multiple retrieves. The Chesapeake is 
valued for its bright and happy disposi-
tion, intelligence, quiet good sense, and 
affectionate protective nature. 
Background: In 1807, an English brig 
shipwrecked off the coast of Maryland 
and two Newfoundlands were rescued 
from the cargo. When bred to local re-
trievers, including the English Otter 
Hound, Flat-Coat and Curly-Coated Re-
triever, the "Chessie" type developed. 
Approved: November 9, 1993 
Effective: December 31, 1993 
Show Ring: Size: Height at the with-
ers in dogs, 23 to 26”; in bitches, 21 
to 24”. Weight: Dogs: 65 to 80 pounds; 
females should weigh 55 to 70 pounds. 
Eyes:  Medium large, very clear, of yel-
lowish or amber color and wide apart.  
Ears: Small, set well up on the head, 
hanging loosely, and of medium leather.  
Bite: Scissors is preferred, but a level 
bite is acceptable. Lips: Thin, not pen-
dulous.  Nose: Medium short.  Coat: 
Thick and short, nowhere over 1½ “ 
long, with a dense fine wooly undercoat. 
The texture of the Chesapeake's coat is 
very important, as the Chesapeake is 
used for hunting under all sorts of ad-
verse weather conditions, A Chesa-
peake's coat should resist the water in 
the same way that a duck's feathers do. 
When the Chesapeake leaves the water 
and shakes, the coat should not hold 
water at all, being merely moist. Color: 
Must be as nearly that of its working sur-
roundings as possible. Any color of 
brown, sedge or deadgrass is accepta-
ble, self-colored Chesapeakes being 
preferred. Honorable scars are not to be 
penalized. Feet: Well webbed hare feet 
should be of good size with toes well-

rounded and close.  Tail: Medium 
length; medium heavy at the base. The 
tail should be straight or slightly curved 
and should not curl over back or have 
side kink. 
Breeding and Whelping: There are no 
particular problems in this area. Dew-
claws on the forelegs may be removed; 
those on the hind legs must be re-
moved. 
Disqualifications:  
1. Specimens lacking in breed characte-
ristics.  
2. Teeth overshot or undershot.  
3. Dewclaws on the hind legs.  
4. Coat curly or with a tendency to curl 
all over the body. 
5. Feathering on the tail or legs over 1¾ 
inches long. 
6. Black colored. 
7. White on any part of the body except 
breast, belly, toes, or back of feet. 
Recognized Problems: This is a hearty 
breed. The OFA reports a decrease in 
hip dysplasia. PRA and ectropion have 
been reported. 
Old Age: The life expectancy is from 10 
to 13 years.  

From: Ross D. Clark, DVM & Joan R. Stainer. 
Medical and Genetic Aspects of Purebred 
Dogs; AKC. The Complete Dog Book (20th 
ed.) and the AKC web site. 

 

November Meeting 
The next meeting of the DKC mem-
bership will take place on Monday, 
November 17th.  Do plan to attend 
and bring a dish for our potluck din-
ner. Dinner will be served at 7:00 
p.m. Bring a friend to share at 7 and 
furry friends are welcome at 7:30.  

November Program: The program 
will be given by Calley Gerber, a 
lawyer with the Gerber Animal Law 
Center in Raleigh. She will be dis-
cussing how to approach and deal 
with animal laws at the state and lo-
cal level. 
If you have any program ideas, 
please e-mail Michelle Lennon at 
rottwylrnc@aol.com  
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DKC Membership  
Meeting 10/20/08 

Program: The Massage Therapy 
program was canceled. Michelle Le-
nin spoke on mandatory spay and 
neuter legislation. 
President’s Report: Minutes from 
September membership meeting 
were approved. Revised bylaws will 
be in newsletter and discussion will 
take place during the November 
meeting.  Voting on the revised by-
laws will be in January. 
Committee Reports: 
Corresponding Secretary: No re-
port. 
Treasurer: Emilie Beglane gave the 
treasurer’s report. 

Membership: Terri Toohil reported 
that there are no new members. 
Terri Toohil reported that the New-
sletter is costing about $8/person 
per year for hard copies. 
Jan Gray reported Fall Show plans 
are ongoing.  
Jan Gray reported that the Decem-
ber Obedience Trial planning is 
going well, but we will  need volun-
teers and food is needed for both 
Obedience and Rally.  An e-mail will 
go out soon to ask for these. 
Jan Gray reported that the Legisla-
tion Committee is meeting next 
Monday and will concentrate on 
mandatory spay and neuter. 
Lynn Reagan-Hull reported the 
Tracking Trial went well.  Thanks to 
all volunteers. 
Obedience classes: No report. 
Conformation classes are going 
well according to Nancy Adams. 
Nancy Adams reported Breeder Re-
ferral is going well. 
Agility classes: No report. 
Dana Pritchard reported that John 
Dixon is getting out of the hospital 
tomorrow and is doing well. 
Dana Pritchard says building rental 
is picking up. 
George Beglane reported that we will 
have a CGC test in November.  We 
will be testing some shelter dogs for 
some volunteers. 
Joanne Harrar reported that Ameri-
can Federation of Pet Owners will 
have a speaker on legislation affect-
ing pet owners.  Everyone is invited. 
Unfinished Business: None. 
New Business: Our covered dish 
Holiday Social will be in December 
and more information will be in the 
newsletter. 
Close of Meeting: There were a 
number of brags.  Meeting was ad-
journed. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Legislation 
The DKC Legislative Committee is 
preparing information on tethering 
and mandatory spay/neuter.  Tether-
ing is still on the table in Orange 
County, and mandatory spay/neuter 
has been mentioned in Durham 
County but has not yet been pro-
posed.  We will send information, 
both for and against both topics, by 
e-mail before the next meeting so 
that members will have time to read 
it.  We will be available to answer 
questions at the November meeting 
and plan to have a vote on these is-
sues at that meeting.  The vote will 
decide how DKC stands on issues 
as they are proposed, and the com-
mittee will write position statements 
for the club on each issue.  More is-
sues will be presented in the near fu-
ture, but these two are the most ur-
gent. 
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DKC Dec. SHOW-N-GOs 
The date is Sat., Dec. 6th for Novice 
only. Marge White and Linda Kerr 
are organizing and we hope that 
many will want to use this Show-N-
Go to 'tune' their dog for the upcom-
ing Dec. trials. We need people to 
help; especially we need folks who 
feel qualified to run people thru the 
exercises. We appreciate the help 
from our members for Show-N-Gos 
in the past and hope this one will be 
well received too.  
Please get in touch with: Marge 
White (9l9) 542-l7l8 and Linda Kerr 
(9l9) 554-2065. 
A reminder that an Open and Utility 
Show-N-Go will be on Sun., Dec. 7th 
and the people to contact are Dana 
Pritchett and Tracey Fletcher. They 
will appreciate your help too.

 
New Members  

The following will be voted upon at 
the November meeting. 
Candidate Membership: 
Cynthia Baughan, Sharon Berthold, 
Donna Elliott Frick & John R. Frick 
and Marlene & Ron Nicewander. 
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Awards Banquet 
The Durham Kennel Club has an 
Awards Banquet every year after the 
first of the year. At this banquet, 
people and their dogs are recog-
nized for their performance during 
the past year. It is a great time to get 
together and celebrate our compa-
nionship with our dogs and our ac-
complishments during the past year. 
The date has not been set yet for the 
banquet but it is usually in January 
or February of the following year. 
You will be notified of the date and 
sent a registration form once we get 
closer to the actual date for the ban-
quet. We are sending this out be-
cause we wanted to give you plenty 
of time to understand and meet the 
requirements for the awards. 
We not only award plaques to eve-
ryone that earned a title in 2008 but 
we also have special people recogni-
tion awards and special achievement 
trophies. We also have special priz-
es for the dogs that earned their 
CGC in 2008. The award forms will 
be posted on the DKC web site at 
www.durhamkennelclub.com To be 
eligible for the 2008 awards you 
must meet the following criteria: 
DKC Awards Criteria: 
--You must be a current Regular (not 
Candidate) DKC member (your dues 
must have been paid) to apply for 
any awards, trophies, or plaques.  
--You must have performed 2 ser-
vices for DKC this year.  Life mem-
bers are exempt from this require-
ment  
Applications will be available on the 
DKC website: 
(http://www.durhamkennelclub.com) 
and in the Awards Applications Box 
in the lobby of the DKC building by 
December 8, 2008.  
The deadline for applications is Jan-
uary 4, 2009 at 5:00 PM.  No appli-
cations will be accepted after this 
date. Applications can be mailed to 
the address below or downloaded 
from the website, completed and e-
mailed (on the application form) to 
address below.  

Roger & Nancy Akers, 9501 Rou-
gemont Rd., Bahama, NC  27503, 
r.akers@verizon.net  
Please feel free to e-mail or call to 
make sure we received them! Ap-
plications can no longer be left in 
the box at the building for pickup!  
All applications must be made on an 
application form. E-mails, phone 
calls, and mail not made on an ap-
plication form will not be accepted, 
as the information is usually incom-
plete.  
Thank you!  Your cooperation is 
greatly appreciated. We look forward 
to seeing you at the Awards Ban-
quet.  
The location and date of the Awards 
Banquet will be posted in a subse-
quent newsletter along with a regis-
tration form for the dinner. 
 
The Awards Committee 
���� ��� 	

���� ��� 	

���� ��� 	

���� ��� 	

, Chairman 
corgimom4@nc.rr.com  

 

 

 
Yesterday at noon [10/16/08] in the 
sunshine, UCDX Love at First Sight 
Barkley CD RE [plain ol' Barkley to 
most] crossed the Rainbow Bridge 
and is now happily "roo"-ing while 
chasing rabbits, a beagle heaven for 
sure. Barkley lived 11 wonderful long 
years and provided humor, lessons, 
and love to his loyal family, friends, 
and fans. He was loyal, stubborn, 
strong-willed [to say the least...], 
friendly, loving, loud, and adorable. 

He will be truly missed, but we were 
all blessed to have been graced by 
his presence and performances. 
Having had the Benefit of Beagle 
[according to Snoopy],  

�� ��� �� ��� � �
	� � ����	���� ��� �� ��� � �
	� � ����	���� ��� �� ��� � �
	� � ����	���� ��� �� ��� � �
	� � ����	��
� 	��	
���	� ������ �� ��� �� 	��	
���	� ������ �� ��� �� 	��	
���	� ������ �� ��� �� 	��	
���	� ������ �� ��� � ����

 

New Test for Collie PRA 
Collie PRA, or rod-cone dysplasia type 2 
(rcd2), is a form of retinal degeneration 
that has been a health concern in rough 
and smooth collies for decades.  
A patent for rcd2 is pending and owned 
by Cornell University which granted Op-
tiGen permanent and exclusive licensing 
rights to make the test immediately 
available to the public. The rcd2 DNA 
test will identify dogs as being Normal, 
Carrier, or Affected with rcd2.  
For more information, go to: 
www.optigen.com/opt9_rcd2testp
age.html 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

*************************** 
Nov. 15 (Sat.) [DKC] 

CGC Test 
George Beglane  919-477-8874 

*************************** 
Dec 6, 7 (Sat., Sun.) [DKC] 

Show-N-Go 
Dec. (6th) 

Open & Util. (7th) 
Marge White  919-542-1718 

Linda Kerr 919-554-2065 
************************** 

Dec 12, 13 (Fri., Sat.) [DKC] 

Rally Trial 
Jan Gray fundogs@gmail.com 

************************** 
Dec 13, 14 (Sat., Sun.) [DKC] 

Obedience Trail 
Jan Gray fundogs@gmail.com 

************************** 
Jan. 4, 2009 at 5 PM 

Awards Applications 
Linda Kerr 919-554-2065 
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CONFORMATION SHOW REPORT Please Note:  ONLY AKC  WINS WITH AKC TITLES ARE LISTED IN SHOW REPORTS. 

O W N E R ’ S  N A M E DOG’S NAME (BREED)  S H O W  &  D A T E C L A S S P T HIGHEST  WIN SPECIAL  MERIT 
Emmy Wolters Stormy (Bouvier) Columbia KC (9/28) 12-18 mo. 1 WB/BOS  

“ Reddy (Bouvier) Columbia KC (9/28) 6-9 mo. 1 WD/BOB   
“ “ Columbia KC (9/28) 6-9 mo. 1 BP/herding puppy gp 3  

PERFORMANCE SHOW REPORT: OBEDIENCE, TRACKING, HERDING, FIELD TRIALS, LURE  COURSING AND AGILITY, ETC.  

OWNER’S NAME DOG’S CALL NAME (BREED) SHOW & DATE CLASS SCORE LEG P L A C E TITLES & AWARDS 
OBEDIENCE 

Lynn Reagan-Hull Moseley (Westie) All-Terrier Trial (10/2) Open B 196.5    
“ “ All-Terrier Trial (10/2) Veterans (age 10)  199  1  
“ “ Westie National Specialty (10/4) Open B 198.5  1 HIT!!! 

Betty Henderson        Abbey (Scottie) STCA(10/3) Nov B 180.5 1 2  
Lois Miller Jennie (Sealyham Terrier) Tennessee Valley KC (11/2) Util A 187 3 1 UD!!! 

RALLY 
Lynn Reagan-Hull Moseley (Westie) All-Terrier Trial (10/1) Adv B 100 1 1  
Betty Henderson        Abbey (Scottie) All-Terrier Trial (10/1) Nov B 94 1   

“ “ Tennessee Valley KC (11/1) Nov B 88 2   
“ “ Tennessee Valley KC (11/2) Nov B 84 3  RN!!! 

Lois Miller Jennie (Sealyham) All-Terrier Trial (10/1) Adv B 89 1   
Bonnie Nichols Jamie (Miniature Poodle) Cary KC (8/28) Adv A  3 2 RA!!! 

AGILITY 
Maria Walker Dax (Rottweiler) DKC (9/27) ExA JWW P 85 1 1  

“ “ Autumn Winds (10/18) Ex A Std P 100 1 1  
“ “ Autumn Winds (10/19) Ex A JWW P 100 2 1  

TRACKING 
Helen Sanderford Jada (Weimaraner) Berks County DTC (10/12) Tracking Dog Pass 1 N/A TD!!! 

 
 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING PAGES CONCERNING DKC BYLAW CHANGES. 

THEY WILL BE DISCUSSED AT THE NOVEMBER MEETING. 
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SUMMARY OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO 
DURHAM KENNEL CLUB 

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION, CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

Delete all articles published in original 1931 articles of incorporation and 1973 amendment and 

substitute new articles based on American Kennel Club sample. 

CONSTITUTION 

Eliminated as redundant and unnecessary.  Corporations do not have constitutions, they have ar-

ticles of incorporation. 

BYLAWS 

SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES 

�  Allows the board to set the amount of annual dues to a maximum of $100 per year for the 

highest rate of dues.  Any amount over $100 would require a vote of the membership. The board 

may also set a newsletter subscription cost for nonmember subscribers 

�  Sets a minimum age for junior member by providing that any person who is eligible to compete 

in AKC junior showmanship events (currently ages nine to 17) is eligible to be a junior member 

�  Removes the requirement for a membership vote to approve membership of candidate mem-

bers 

�  Authorizes the Board to appoint Assistant Secretaries and Assistant Treasurers to serve at the 

pleasure of the Board (i.e. with no term specified) (such assistants are not members of the board 

and have no board vote) 

�  Increases the terms of officers and other board members from one to two years 

�  Limits the term of incumbency for officers to two consecutive terms (no limits on incumbency 

of non-officer directors) 

�  Establishes staggered terms for officers and other board members, including modifications to 

rules of succession and provision of special procedures for the transition from current rules to 

staggered terms   

�  Eliminates the requirement for Board to name new or reappoint committees every year (i.e. no 

term limits) 

�  Adds votes on modifying the articles of incorporation and bylaws to the list of votes requiring a 

secret ballot 
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�  Adds the provision that not more than one of the members of the elections committee may be 

a member of the board of directors 

�  Formalizes, expands and clarifies the duties of the Finance Committee 

� Includes in the duties of Secretary the responsibility to be DKC, Inc. Registered Agent and to 

take any actions required as a result of the club being a corporation 

�  Expands on duties and accountability of Treasurer 

�  Changes the number of members required for a petition to remove a board member from five 

to ten percent of the membership 

�  Adds issuance of a reprimand (in addition to suspension) as an option for the board to use in 

dealing with the misconduct of a member.  Expulsion remains an option for serious instances of 

misconduct 

�  Since the AKC now imposes more than one type of suspension (e.g. all privileges, event privi-

leges only and registration privileges only), changes suspension of club privileges based on sus-

pension of AKC privileges to provide that suspension of any AKC privileges will result in a like 

suspension of club privileges 

�  Adds provision that, with individual member agreement, the club may use electronic mail to 

deliver notices required by the bylaws 

�  Authorizes the board to conduct meetings via telephonic or electronic audiovisual (teleconfe-

rencing) means 

NONSUBSTANTIVE CHANGES 

�  Adds a table of contents 

�  Corrects spelling of word bylaws (it’s bylaws, not by-laws) 

�  Rewrites and rewords the entire document to reflect that the bylaws are those of a going con-

cern and not an entity that will start up some time in the future, establish a consistent style (e.g. 

spell out numbers from one to nine and use numerals for numbers 10 and higher), ensure that 

terminology is correct and consistent throughout document, improve clarity and readability through 

such means as eliminating excess and redundant verbiage and using active rather than passive 

voice where appropriate and possible, insuring that all sections bear a title and that an Article 

does not have a Section 1 without a Section 2 (i.e. if an Article has only one paragraph, that para-

graph is not identified as a Section). 
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DURHAM KENNEL CLUB  

 
  
  
  
  

BYLAWS 
Adopted: 

21 May 1973 

Revised: 

11 October 1982 

18 March 1985 

17 April 1989 

3 December 1999 

18 December 2000 

DD MMM YYYY 
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Article I. 

Membership 

Section 1. Eligibility. 

Membership is open to all persons who are in good standing with the American Kennel Club (AKC) and 

who subscribe to the purposes of this club.  The club’s primary purpose is to represent breeders and exhibi-

tors in Durham, North Carolina and the surrounding area, but eligibility for membership is not restricted to 

residents of that area. There are four classes of membership: candidate [member], member, junior [member]  

and life member. 

(a) Candidate [Member].  This class of membership is open to any person who wishes to become a 

member of the club.  Candidate [member]s are subject to payment of dues and may exercise and 

enjoy some privileges of membership but may not hold elective office or vote upon matters that 

come before the membership.  

(b) Member.  This class of membership is open to any candidate [member], 18 years of age and 

older, who has attended at least two member meetings, assisted with at least two club functions, 

has two members as sponsors and has shown an active interest in promoting the goals and objec-

tives of the club.  In addition, any person who has previously been a member and whose member-

ship was terminated by means other than expulsion may, by paying membership dues and submit-

ting an application for membership, be reinstated as a member.  Members are subject to the pay-

ment of dues.  Members in good standing may exercise and enjoy all the privileges of membership, 

including holding office and voting upon matters that may come before the membership.  A mem-

ber is in good standing if the member is (i) not in arrears in payment of dues and (ii) not under a 

disciplinary suspension as provided for in art. VI. 

(c) Junior [Member].  This class of membership is open to any person who is eligible to compete in 

AKC Junior Showmanship events (currently, greater than eight and less than 18 years of age), who 

has shown an active interest in the goals and objectives of the club.  Junior[ member]s are subject 

to payment of dues.  Junior [member]s may exercise and enjoy some privileges of membership ex-

cept holding office and voting upon matters that may come before the membership.  Upon attaining 

the age of 18 years, a junior [member] becomes a candidate [member]. 

(d) Life member.  This class of membership may be conferred upon a member in  recognition of 

exemplary contributions to the club.  The board of directors (the board) may nominate candidates 

for this honor.  In addition, any member may submit a nomination in writing to the recording secre-

tary for the board’s consideration.  The board will consider such nominations at its next regular 

meeting.  If the board determines that a nominee is deserving of life membership, it will submit its 

recommendation to the membership at a regular club meeting.  Life members may exercise and en-

joy all the privileges of membership.  Life members are not subject to payment of dues.  
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Section 2. Dues. 

The board will from time to time set the amount of annual membership dues.  The dues may vary for the 

various classes of membership.  The annual dues for the membership class paying the highest rate of dues 

may not exceed $100 without the prior approval of the membership.  Membership dues are payable on or 

before 1 June of each year.  A member of any class joining the club after 1 January and before 1 June will 

pay one half of the annual dues applicable to that membership class for the remainder of the membership 

year.  The April newsletter will have a dues reminder.  The May and June newsletters will provide a form to 

accompany the dues remittance.  

Section 3. Election to Membership. 

Each applicant for candidate membership, junior membership or membership will complete an application 

form, approved by the board, to the membership chairman. The form will contain a provision that the appli-

cant agrees to abide by the club bylaws and rules of the AKC.  Applications for membership, but not candi-

date or junior membership, will identify two members sponsoring the applicant.  Applicants will deliver the 

completed application form and a remittance in the amount of the dues payable for the current year to the 

membership chairman.  The membership chairman will present the names of applicants for membership to 

the board for review as soon as their respective applications are complete.  The board will consider each 

application and, at the next regular club meeting, will recommend to the membership whether the applicant 

should be considered for membership.  The membership chairman will cause to have published the names 

of applicants to be voted on in the same edition of the club newsletter that contains the announcement of the 

club meeting at which the voting will take place.  The affirmative votes of three quarters of the members 

present and voting at that meeting are required to admit a new member or candidate member.  An applicant 

for membership whose application has been rejected may reapply after six months from such rejection.  

Immediately after acceptance or rejection of an applicant, the membership chairman, will notify the appli-

cant of the action taken by the membership. 

Section 4. Termination of Membership. 

Membership may be terminated as follows: 

(a) By resignation.  A member of any class may resign from the club upon written notice to the re-

cording secretary. No member may resign when in debt to the club.  Obligations other than 

dues are a debt to the club and must be paid in full before a resignation will be accepted. 

(b)  By lapse.  A membership of any class will be considered as lapsed and automatically termi-

nated if the dues of the member in question remain unpaid 30 days after the first day (1 June) 

of the fiscal year (i.e. 1 July).  However, the board may grant an additional 90 days of grace 

to a delinquent member in meritorious cases  

(c)  By expulsion.  A membership of any class may be terminated by expulsion as provided for in 

art. VI. 
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Article II. 

Meetings and Voting 

Section 1. Club Meetings. 

Meetings of the club will be held at the clubhouse or other appropriate venue within the greater Durham 

area on the third Monday of each month, with the exception of June and July, at such hour and place as the 

board may designate.  The board may, for good cause, set a different date for a club meeting.  

Section 2. Special Club Meetings. 

The board, the president, or five other members may call a special club meeting.  The recording secretary 

will give notice of a special club meeting as provided for in § 3 of this article.  A special club meeting will 

be held in the  Durham area at such place, date, and hour as the person calling the meeting may designate.  

There may be no less than ten days between the date that the recording secretary gives notice of a special 

club meeting and the date of that meeting.  

Section 3. Notice and Quorum. 

The recording secretary will cause to have published, in the edition of the club newsletter published the 

month before the scheduled date, the date, hour, and place of a club meeting.  In the case of a special club 

meeting or of a regular club meeting at which business requiring special notice is to be transacted, the re-

cording secretary will give written notice of the date, hour, place and purpose(s) of the meeting at least ten 

days and not more than 15 days before the scheduled date of the meeting.  The agenda at a special club 

meeting may contain only those matters specified in the notice of the meeting.  The presence of twenty per-

cent of the members constitutes a quorum.  

Section 4. Board Meetings. 

The board will hold regular meetings during the months of June, August, September, November, February, 

and April in the greater Durham area at such times and places as the board may designate.  The president 

may change the date, time or place of a regular board meeting before transmission of the notice of the meet-

ing. The board may resolve at any regular meeting to cancel  the next regular meeting.  The recording secre-

tary will give written notice of board meetings to the members of board at least five days beforeto the date 

of the meeting.  The presence of a majority of board members then in office constitutes a quorum. 

Section 5. Special Board Meetings. 

The president, or any other three members of the board, may call a special meeting of the board.  A special 

meeting will be held in the greater Durham area at such place, date, and hour as the person calling the meet-

ing may designate.  The recording secretary will give written notice of such meeting at least three days and 

not more than 10 days before the date of the meeting.  The notice of a special board meeting will state the 

purpose of the meeting and that no other business will be on the agenda.  The presence of a majority of 

board members then in office constitutes a quorum.  
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Section 6. Voting. 

(a)  Each member who is present and is in good standing, as prescribed in art.  1  § 1(b), has one 

vote upon each matter, including election of club officers and directors, submitted to a vote at any 

club meeting.  Absentee and proxy voting is not permitted. 

(b)  Voting to elect candidate members as members, to elect board members and the AKC dele-

gate, to remove from office a board member, to expel a member, to amend the articles of incorpo-

ration or bylaws and to decide any other matter that the board considers warrants such a procedure 

will be by secret, written ballot.  Voting on other matters brought before the membership will be by 

voice vote or show of hands. 

(c)  For votes to approve candidates as members, the membership committee and, for elections and 

votes to amend the articles of incorporation or bylaws, the elections committee will and, for votes 

to elect members of the board and AKC delegate, the elections committee will: (i) prepare ballots; 

(ii) verify those eligible to vote; (iii) rule on any questions on voting procedures; (iv) count ballots; 

and (v) report the results to the president and recording secretary. 

Article III. 

Directors, Officers and 

Other Positions of Responsibility 

Section 1. Board of Directors. 

The board comprises the club officers and four other members, each of whom is in good standing, as pre-

scribed in art. 1 § 1(b).  Members of the board serve in office for a term of two years as provided for art. 

IV.  The membership entrusts the general management of the affairs of the club to the board.  

Section 2. Officers. 

The club officers are the president, vice president, recording secretary, corresponding secretary and treasur-

er  The officers serve in their respective capacities with respect to the general business of the club, club 

meetings and board meetings. 

(a) The president will preside at meetings of the club and of the board, and exercise the powers and 

duties usual to  that office of as well as those contained in these bylaws. 

(b) The vice president will exercise the powers and duties of the president in the event of the presi-

dent’s death, absence, or incapacity. 

(c) The recording secretary will: (i) keep a record of all meetings of the club, the board and all 

matters as the Board may order; (ii)maintains the historical records of the club and (iii) carry out 

such other duties as are prescribed in these bylaws or as the board may direct. 

(d) The corresponding secretary will (i) be in charge of incoming and outgoing club correspon-

dence; (ii) notify members of meetings; (iii) act a membership chairman if that position is vacant; 

(iv) notify officers and directors of their election to office; and (v) carry out such other duties as 



Durham Kennel Club                                                                                                                                           Nov 2008  
                                                                                                                                                 

13 

are prescribed in these bylaws or as the board may direct.  The corresponding secretary will serve 

as the registered agent of the Durham Kennel Club, Incorporated and will insure compliance with 

legal and other requirements associated with the club’s status as a North Carolina nonprofit corpo-

ration. 

(e)  The treasurer will: (i) collect and receive all funds due or belonging to the club; (ii) in a timely 

manner deposit such funds in a bank designated by the board; (iii) in the name of the club, disburse 

club funds in payment of proper obligations of the club; (iv) reconcile all club financial accounts; 

(v) follow-up on all outstanding receivables and disbursements in a timely manner; (vi) report at 

every board and club meeting on the cash position and outstanding debt of the club; (vii) assist the 

finance committee in the preparation of quarterly financial statements including a balance sheet, 

income statement and a schedule of capital acquisitions and disposals; (viii) assist the finance 

committee in preparing a budget for presentation to the board for approval at the August board 

meeting and the membership at the September club meeting; and (ix) prepare and file the club’s 

income tax returns and all other related filings.  The treasurer’s books and accounts will be at all 

times open to inspection by the board.  The board may require that the treasurer be bonded in such 

amount as the board  may determine.  

Section 3.  Limitation on Incumbency. 

No person may serve in any officer position for more than two consecutive terms. 

Section 4.  Assistants to the Secretaries and the Treasurer. 

The board may appoint a member to serve as an assistant recording or corresponding secretary or assistant 

treasurer.  Such an assistant is not a member of the board and does not have board voting privileges.  Such 

an appointee serves at the pleasure of the board. 

Section 5.  AKC Delegate. 

Members will elect a member as delegate to represent the club in proceedings of the AKC.  The election 

and term of the AKC delegate will be the same as for officers and other members of the board as prescribed 

in art. IV.  The AKC delegate is not an officer or a member of the board.  A member may serve as an officer 

or board member and as AKC delegate at the same time. 

Section 6.  Staggered Terms of Members of the Board of Directors. 

The members of the board of directors serve staggered two year terms.  The president, vive president, trea-

surer and two of the non-officer members of the board will be elected in one year.  The recording secretary, 

corresponding secretary, the AKC delegate and the remaining two of the non-officer members of the board 

will be elected in the succeeding year.  In the first election occurring after the adoption of this amendment 

to the bylaws, the president, vice president, treasurer, and two of the non-officer members of the board will 

be elected to two year terms and the recording secretary, corresponding secretary, the AKC delegate and the 

remaining two of the non-officer members of the board will be elected to a special, transitional one year 

term. 
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Section 7. Removal from Office. 

A group, comprising at least ten percent of the total membership, of the membership may request the re-

moval from office of a board member by filing a written petition with the recording secretary.  The petition 

will identify the board member or members who are the subject of the petition and the grounds alleged to 

justify such removal.  The recording secretary will notify the membership that a petition for removal has 

been filed at least ten days before the meeting at which the petition will be considered.  The petitioning 

members and the subject board member(s) will be heard in person and may present evidence, including the 

testimony of witnesses.  The petitioning members will present their alleged grounds for removal first.  The 

subject board member(s) will then present any case in defense.  At the completion of the presentation of the 

petitioners’ case and board member(s) defense the membership will consider the removal of each subject 

board member separately, taking into account such evidence as may have been introduced, and vote to re-

tain in or remove that member in office.  The vote of a majority of the members present and voting is re-

quired to remove a board member from office. 

Section 8. Vacancies. 

The board will fill any vacancy that may occur on the board by a majority vote of the members of the board.  

The board will take this action at the first regular board meeting following the occurrence of such vacancy 

or at a special meeting of the board called for that purpose.  The vice president will fill a vacancy occurring 

in the office of president and the board will fill the resulting vacancy in the office of vice president in the 

manner prescribed above for other vacancies on the board.  A member who becomes a member of the board 

by filling a vacancy on the board will serve the entire remaining term of the member replaced, even if there 

is an election before the end of that term. 

Article IV. 

Elections 

Section 1. Annual Meeting. 

The annual meeting is the club meeting held in of May of each year at which certain of the officers, other 

board members and the AKC delegate are elected from among those nominated in accordance with § 4 of 

this article.  Those elected will take office immediately upon the conclusion of the election.  Each departing 

officer will turn over to his successor in office all properties and records relating to that office within 

30 days after the election.  

Section 2. Nomination of Candidates. 

(a)  During the year preceding the annual meeting, the elections committee will nominate as many 

candidates as it deems advisable for the officers, the four other positions on the board and the AKC 

delegate. 

(b)  The elections committee will present its slate of nominees, together with the written consent of 

those nominees, to the recording secretary before 15 January of the year in which an election is 
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held.  The corresponding secretary will cause to have the committee’s slate published in the Febru-

ary edition of the club newsletter. 

(c) At the April club meeting, the recording secretary will read the elections committee’s slate of 

nominees and then any nominations received from other members.  The president will then open 

the meeting to nominations from the floor, at which time any member in attendance may nominate 

additional candidates for any elected position.  A candidate nominated from the floor must signify 

his willingness to be a candidate, either in person at the meeting or by a written statement pre-

sented to the recording secretary at the meeting. 

(d) The provisions of this section are the sole means for nominating candidates for officers, other 

members of the board and the AKC delegate.  Except for the position of AKC delegate, no person 

may be a candidate for more than one position.  A nominee on the elections committee’s slate is el-

igible only for election to the position to which the committee has nominated that nominee. 

Section 3. Elections. 

Election voting will be conducted in accordance with art. II § 6.  The candidate receiving the greatest num-

ber of votes for each officer position is elected.  Of the candidates for the remaining positions on the board, 

the two who receive the greatest number of votes for such positions are elected.  

Article V. 

Committees 

Section 1. General. 

The board may appoint standing committees to assist it in the efficient management and administration of 

the club.  The board has final authority over such committees and their work.  The board may appoint ad 

hoc committees  to assist it on particular short-term projects.  The board may terminate any committee ap-

pointment  upon written notice to the appointee. 

Section 2. Membership Committee. 

The board will appoint a membership committee chairman, who in turn will assemble a committee of suffi-

cient number to accomplish the work of the committee.  The chairman will (a) prepare membership applica-

tion forms for approval by the board; (b) distribute application forms to prospective members; (c) perform 

the functions in voting on new members prescribed by art. II § 6 for the membership committee; (d) turn 

over dues remittances received to the treasurer; (e) keep an accurate and current record of the names, ad-

dresses, telephone numbers, email addresses of all club members, regardless of membership class, and such 

other information on those members as the board may direct; and (vi) provide current membership records 

to the corresponding secretary and other members of the board as the board may direct. 

Section 3.  Elections Committee. 

In June of each year, the board will appoint an elections committee chairman.  The committee chairman will 

then assemble a committee of no fewer than five members, no more than one of whom may be a member of 



Durham Kennel Club                                                                                                                                           Nov 2008  
                                                                                                                                                 

16 

the board.  The committee performs the functions specified in art. II § 6 and art. IV § 2. 

Section 4.  Finance Committee. 

The board will appoint a finance committee.  This committee will (1)  develop financial policies and proce-

dures for approval of the board; (ii) maintain a manual containing approved financial policies and proce-

dures; (iii) annually in May and upon a change of treasurer, perform and audit of the club’s financial 

records; (iv) with the treasurer’s assistance, prepare quarterly financial statements including a balance sheet, 

income statement and a schedule of capital acquisitions and disposals; (v) with the assistance of the treasur-

er, prepare a budge for presentation to the board for approval at the August board meeting and the member-

ship at the September club meeting.  In the conduct of the audit, the committee will verify that cash receipts 

and disbursements are properly documented and recorded, that financial policies and procedures are com-

plied with and that financial accounts are properly reconciled.  The board may engage an independent fi-

nancial professional to assist the finance committee in the audit.  If a change in treasurer is incident to an 

election, the annual audit may also serve as the audit incident to change in treasurer. 

Article VI. 

Discipline 

Section 1.  AKC Suspension. 

The suspension of a member of any class from any privileges of the AKC will result in suspension of that 

member’s privileges in the club for a like period.  

Section 2. Complaint. 

Any member may lodge a formal complaint against another member of any class for alleged misconduct 

prejudicial to the best interests of the club.  The complaining member will file the written complaint, in dup-

licate, including specifics of the misconduct alleged with the recording secretary.  A deposit of $25.00 must 

accompany the complaint,  The deposit will be forfeited if the board, following a hearing, decides that the 

complaint is without merit.  The corresponding secretary will send a copy of the charges to each board 

member or present them at a meeting of the board.  Upon receipt of the complaint, the board will first con-

sider whether the conduct alleged in the complaint, if true, constitutes conduct prejudicial to the best inter-

ests of the club.  If the board determines that the complaint does not allege conduct that is prejudicial to the 

best interests of the club, it will take no further action and the matter is closed.  If the board determines that 

the alleged conduct, if true, is prejudicial,  it will set a date for a hearing  not less than three nor more than 

six weeks after such determination.  The corresponding secretary will send a copy of the complaint to the 

member against whom the complaint is lodged by certified mail, return receipt requested, together with a 

notice of the hearing.  The notice will advise the member of his right to appear and to present witnesses in 

his defense.  

Section 3. Board Hearing. 

The board may decide whether the parties may be represented by counsel.  At the hearing, the complaining 

member first, and then the member against whom the complaint is lodged may present evidence, including 
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witness testimony, regarding the conduct in question.  Should the board find that the allegations of miscon-

duct are true, the board may, by a majority vote of those board members present, depending on the nature 

and severity of the misconduct,  issue a reprimand to the subject member or suspend the subject member 

from all privileges of the club for not more than six months from the date of the hearing.  If the board con-

siders such a reprimand or suspension to be an insufficient sanction, it may also recommend to the member-

ship that the subject member be expelled from the club.  In such case, the suspension does not restrict the 

suspended member’s right to appear at the club meeting in which board’s recommendation is considered.  

Immediately after the board has reached a decision, the recording secretary will put the board’s findings in 

written form.  The corresponding secretary will notify the complaining member and the member against 

whom the complaint was lodged of the action that the board has taken on the matter. 

Section 4. Expulsion. 

Expulsion of a member from the club may be accomplished only by the members at a club meeting follow-

ing a board hearing and upon the board’s recommendation as provided for in § 3 of this article.  Such pro-

ceedings may occur at a regular or special club meeting held within 60 days but not earlier than 30 days af-

ter the date of the board’s recommendation to expel.  The subject member may appear on his own behalf, 

though the presentation of evidence is not permitted at this meeting.  The president will read the charges 

and the board’s findings and recommendation and invite the subject member, if present, to speak on his own 

behalf.  The members will then vote on the proposed expulsion.  The vote to expel of three quarters of the 

members present and voting at the meeting is necessary for expulsion.  If the members vote not to expel, the 

suspension will stand.  

Article VII. 

Amendments 

Section 1. Proposal of Amendments. 

Any group of members comprising at least 20 percent of the voting membership, may propose amendments 

to these bylaws by a written petition addressed to the recording secretary.  The board will consider amend-

ments proposed by such a petition.  The board, on its own initiative, may also propose amendments to these 

bylaws.  The recording secretary will cause to have published in the club newsletter such proposed amend-

ments, together with the board’s recommendation for or against adoption, no later than three months from 

the date when the recording secretary received the petition. 

Section 2. Enactment of Amendments. 

The bylaws may be amended by the affirmative vote of three quarters of the members present and voting at 

a regular or a special club meeting called for the purpose of amendment.  Before such a vote, members must 

have at least two weeks to review the proposed amendments and the recommendation of the board before 

the date of the meeting at which the amendments will be voted upon.  In the case of a vote at a regular club 

meeting, the recording secretary will provide this notice by causing to have published the proposed amend-

ments and recommendation in the club newsletter.  If the amendments are to be voted on at a special meet-
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ing, the recording secretary will include the proposal and recommendations included in the notice of the 

meeting sent to members at least two weeks before the date of the meeting.  

Section 3. AKC Approval of Amendments. 

No amendment to the articles of incorporation or these bylaws is effective until it has been approved by the 

Board of Directors of the AKC.  

Article VIII. 

Miscellaneous 

Section 1. Club Year. 

The club’s fiscal and membership year begins on 1  June and ends on 31 May of the following year. 

Section 2. Approval of Financial Transactions. 

The membership, by a majority vote, approves the annual budget at the September club meeting.  The 

board, by a majority vote, may at other times, in exigent circumstances, incur other obligations and make 

other expenditures on a case basis. 

Section 3. Nonmember Subscriptions to the Club Newsletter. 

Nonmembers may subscribe to the club newsletter.  Such a subscription to the electronic mail (email) ver-

sion of the newsletter will be at no cost.  A subscription to the paper version will be at a rate determined by 

the board based on the cost of production and mailing of the publication. 

Section 4. Alternative Means of Effecting Notice. 

Certain sections of these bylaws prescribe specific means of effecting notice (e.g. art. VI § 2).  In all other 

cases, notices prescribed in these bylaws, including notices of regular and special club and board meetings, 

dues notices, meeting minutes and the like, may be effected via email messages.  Email notification will be 

only be used to communicate with a member if the member receiving it has signed a written authorization, 

on a form approved by the board, agreeing to it as an effective means of communication between the club 

and the member.  This agreement also will provide that: (a) the authorization is revocable; (b) it may only 

apply to certain types of notices; (c) the member will provide the club with a current email address; (d) in-

form the club of any changes to that address; and (e) the member releases the club from any liability should 

the member receive a notice late or fail to receive a notice due to circumstances beyond the control of the 

club.  The membership chairman will maintain and keep current files of such agreements. 

Section 5. Meetings of the Board via Telephonic or Audiovideo Conferencing. 

The board may hold meetings by means of telephonic or audiovideo conferences.  The rules and procedures 

for meetings held in person apply to meeting held by electronic means. 
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Article IX. 

Dissolution 

The club may be dissolved at any time by written consent of not less than three quarters of the members 

who are in good standing, as prescribed in art.  1  § 1(b).  In the event of the dissolution of the club, other 

than for purposes of reorganization, whether voluntary,. involuntary or by operation of law, none of the 

property of the club nor any proceeds from the sale of such property nor any other assets of the club will be 

distributed to any members of the club, but after payment of the debts of the club, its property and assets 

shall be given to a charitable organization, for the benefit of dogs, selected by the board.  

Article X. 

Order of Business 

Section 1. Club Meetings. 

At club meetings, the order of business, so far as the character and nature of the meeting may permit, will be 

as follows:  

� Roll call or signing of the attendance roll to establish the existence of a quorum  

� Approval of the minutes of the last meeting as published in the club newsletter  

� Report of the president  

� Report of the recording secretary 

� Report of the corresponding secretary 

� Report of the treasurer 

� Report of the AKC delegate 

� Reports of committees 

� Election of board members and AKC delegate (at annual meeting)  

� Election of new members 

� Unfinished business 

� New business 

� Brags 

� Adjournment 

Section. 2 Board Meetings. 

At meetings of the board, the order of business, unless otherwise directed by majority vote of those present, 

shall be as follows:  

� Reading of minutes of last meeting 

� Report of the president  
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� Report of  the recording secretary 

� Report of the corresponding secretary 

� Report of the treasurer 

� Report of AKC delegate 

� Reports of committees  

� Unfinished business 

� New business 

� Adjournment 

Article IX. 

Parliamentary Authority 

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert’s Rules of Order Revised will govern proceedings of the 

club in all cases where the rules are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws and 

any other special rules of order the club may adopt. 

 


